
Overview of Collections Related Enhancements  

 

The collections element of scientific research activities presents a particular challenge to parks. It 

is the responsibility of permit holders to meet NPS and park specific collections requirements as 

documented in the permit agreement.  However, experience shows compliance is facilitated 

when parks have tools to monitor and spur the process.  This document provides an overview of 

collections related enhancements incorporated into the RPRS in 2021. 

 

 

Add collecting yes or no check box to the application.  The OMB PRA approved application 

form has a yes/no question on whether the applicant proposes to collect. However, in the past we 

simply provided the option to enter detailed collections proposal information.  Applicants 

frequently missed this collections element even though their study proposal did include 

collections.  The yes/no question of whether the applicant proposes to collect is now a required 

question on the RPRS served application. 

 

 

 

An answer of yes will trigger the collections data entry service where the applicant may provide 

details. 

 



 

The application submission will show the answer to the collections question as well as the 

collections proposal specifics as entered into the collections data entry service.  

 



Application submission landing page will provide instruction on the Appendix A:  If an 

application includes a proposal to collect and retain collections at a non-NPS repository, the 

application submission landing page will provide instruction on the Appendix A. Additionally, a 

link to the PDF of the application which includes the Appendix A is provided. 

 

NOTE:  The Appendix A is an agreement between proposed repository and NPS to administer 

collections to NPS requirements.  It is the applicant’s responsibility to convey the Appendix A to 

the repository for signature and convey a signed copy to the park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Parks may track and document curator permit review:  Permits are not valid until signed by 

the applicant and countersigned by the park authorizing official.  Park coordinators use the 

“Finalized Permits: Obtain Signatures” panel to access the permit document for printing and to 

track the signature process.  A check box to document ‘Curator Review’ has been added.  

 

 

 

Additional optional sections added to Park Permit Conditions within the Park Profile for 

park collection conditions and park data submission conditions.   

 

 

 

 



Automated notification is sent to park curator(s) when Investigator Annual Report 

submission tags study as complete.  The park curator may then check to determine whether all 

collections related requirements are fulfilled. The Park Curator role is identified in the park 

profile through the Park Curator email entry(ies). 

The IAR form includes a section on study status: 

 

 

Notification message to park curator(s) includes the permit number, permit holder name, permit 

study title, and a copy of the IAR.  

 

Additional HELP documentation for investigators whose permit agreement includes 

collections to be permanently retained in park collections.  This information is available to all 

RPRS users through the ‘Help’ link in upper right corner of the screen. 

 

 
 

On the Help page see ‘Links to Help Documentation’ 

 

 
 

 

 



Administrative option to identify park coordinator assignments as pertaining to park 

curator duties.  This data point will facilitate specific permission assignments if parks ever 

decide to institute a park curator specific RPRS role. 
 

 


